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Forestry Course Directory

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:  CAREER/TECHNICAL DISCIPLINES 

FORESTRY (FOR/FOS) 
	CIP CODE: 03.0511 
Title: Forest Technology/Technician.

Definition: A program that prepares individuals to assist foresters in the management and production of forest resources. Includes instruction in woods and field skills, tree identification, timber measurement, logging and timber harvesting, forest propagation and regeneration, forest fire-fighting, resource management, equipment operation and maintenance, record-keeping, sales and purchasing operations, and personnel supervision.


4/15/2026
TRANSFER CODE DESIGNATIONS 

CODE A = AGSC approved transfer courses in Areas I-IV that are common to all institutions. 
CODE B = Area V courses that are deemed appropriate to the degree and pre-major requirements of individual students. 
CODE C = Potential Area V transfer courses that are subject to approval by respective receiving institutions. 
	Summary of Changes

	Date
	CRS #
	COURSE TITLE
	RECENT CHANGES

	2/7/23
	261
	Forestry Co-Op Experience 1
	Added at the request of LBW

	11/8/21
	195
	Utility Vegetation Management
	Added at the request of Bevill

	11/8/21
	197
	Urban Forestry
	Added at the request of Bevill

	11/8/21
	198
	Integrated Pest Management
	Added at the request of Bevill

	11/8/21
	199
	Equipment Use and Safety
	Added at the request of Bevill

	3/25/20
	299
	Special Topics in Forestry
	Course added at the request of Southern Union 

	9/16/14
	
	110, 111, 196, 201, 202, 211, 226, 230, 260, 287
	Courses archived due to inactivity

	Summary of Changes

	Date
	CRS #
	COURSE TITLE
	RECENT CHANGES

	4-15-2026
	270
	Prescribed Fire Management and Use
	At the request of LBW the course name was changed to comply with the Society of American Foresters regulations.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	COMMENTS: 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	100
	introduction to forestry
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course provides a historical overview of forestry and forestry practices. Emphasis is placed on forest policies, career opportunities, basic silvicultural and mensurational practices and forest protection. The student should be able to make basic tree measurements, identify local tree species, and recognize best management practices in Alabama. 



	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	101
	cartography
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course focuses on mapping as related to the forestry industry. Topics include county soil surveys, Public Land Survey System, map symbols, scales, declination, and use of staff compass, steel tape, and Abney level. Upon completion, students should have a working knowledge of maps and basic surveying techniques to include GPS and basic GIS applications.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	120
	timber harvesting
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course is a study of timber harvesting methods and equipment. Emphasis is placed on harvesting methods, laws and environmental regulations. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate a basic knowledge of timber harvesting, and best management practices to include a general knowledge of sustainable forestry initiatives.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	130
	forestry mathematics
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
This course covers basic mathematical concepts relative to future forestry courses. Topics included are ratios, percentages, functions, linear equations, graphing, trigonometric functions, finance and basic statistics. Upon completion, students should be able to apply basic finance and statistical principles to forestry problems, interpret graphical data, and set up and solve ration and proportion problems. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	195
	UTILITY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/8/21

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
The purpose of this course is to provide foundational knowledge and basic skills enabling the student to enter Utility Vegetation Management industries.  The course will include topics such as, integrated vegetation management, tree identification, pruning methods, pesticides, CDL introduction.  Students will learn key principles and strategies for managing vegetation in all utility right of ways and special attention will be placed on the electrical line clearance industry.  After completing this course, students will be prepared to sit for the Utility Vegetation Management Certification.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	197
	urban forestry
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/8/21

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
This course introduces students to basic concepts of tree and plant physiology, planting, and management of trees and related vegetation.  Topics may include soil preparation, basic pruning, turf and landscape management and herbicides.  Business concepts, such as, permits, licenses, and insurance will also be covered.  At the end of this course students will be prepared to sit for the Urban Forestry Certification Exam.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	198
	integrated pest management
	2
	1
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/8/21

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
Examination of planning, policy, and management strategies used in pest control management.  This course will introduce how to identify types of pests, the method of manage pest, and the ability to identify proper pesticide used in pest management.  This course introduces the governing law which regulates pesticides for sale and availability.  This course introduces the fundamentals for developing and implementing effective pest management plans to maximize the economic, environmental, and social values and benefits of urban forest landscapes.  At the end of this course, students should be prepared to sit for the Integrated Pest Management Certification, Ornamental and Turf Pest Control License, Right of Way Pest Control State License, Alabama Pesticide Applicator Certification, and Certificated Grounds Technician Certification.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	199
	equipment use and safety
	3
	0
	3

	Course Description
	Updated
	11/8/21

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
This course is designed to provide an overview of equipment use and protocols to safely perform job duties in careers with Urban Forestry.  Topics include, safety laws and regulations (OSHA), personal protective equipment (PPE), communication, first aid, electrical hazards, tree removal, equipment safety, and CPR certification. 


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	210
	DENDROLOGY
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course includes the field identification and study of scientific names, common names, tree growth habits, principal botanical features, and natural ranges of regionally-important trees. Topics include botanical terms, botanical features, species/site relationships, growth habits, common and scientific names, and dichotomous keys. Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to identify approximately 100 trees and shrubs, describe range and habitats for trees, and identify trees by scientific, family, and common names.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	240
	SILVICULTURE
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course is an introduction to silvicultural practices in the United States, especially those used in the southeastern United States. Emphasis is placed on regeneration methods and intermediate treatments of southern pines and hardwoods. Upon completion, students should be familiar with even-aged and uneven-aged regeneration methods, nursery operations, intermediate cuttings, planting, seedling care, competition control, and stocking levels related to southern pine and hardwood species.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	256
	forestry research and management
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course provides an overview of current research and forest management practices that occur in the local area. Emphasis is placed on tree species and common forest management practices in the southeast. Upon completion, students should be able to recognize current site preparation, cutting practices, and silvicultural practices used in the southeastern United States and have a general knowledge of seed orchard and nursery operations.


	DPT Prefix
	CRS Number
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY CREDIT HOURS
	LAB CREDIT HOURS
	COURSE CREDIT HOURS

	FOR
	261
	Forestry CO-OP Experience I
	0
	3
	3

	Course Description

	Prerequisites: Consent of instructor
Corequisites: None

Provides entry-level work experience with firms or companies, non-governmental organizations, government agencies and other relevant entities in forestry field operations, forest products manufacturing or work related to these areas. Normally undertaken during summer months on a full-time basis but can occur any term. Students are required to work a minimum of 15 hours a week. (Can be substituted for FOR 101, 120, 130).


	DPT Prefix
	CRS Number
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY CREDIT HOURS
	LAB CREDIT HOURS
	COURSE CREDIT HOURS

	FOR
	262
	Forestry CO-OP Experience II
	0
	4
	4

	Course Description

	Prerequisites: FOR 261 or consent of instructor
Corequisites: None

Provides intermediate-level work experience with firms or companies, non-governmental organizations, government agencies and other relevant entities in forestry field operations, forest products manufacturing or work related to these areas. Students will analyze and apply knowledge learned from FOR 261. Normally undertaken during summer months on a full-time basis but can occur any term. Students are required to work a minimum of 20 hours a week. (Can be substituted for FOR 256 or 281).


	DPT Prefix
	CRS Number
	COURSE TITLE
	THEORY CREDIT HOURS
	LAB CREDIT HOURS
	COURSE CREDIT HOURS

	FOR
	263
	Forestry CO-OP Experience III
	0
	4
	4

	Course Description

	Prerequisites: FOR 262 or consent of instructor
Corequisites: None

Provides advance-level work experience with firms or companies, non-governmental organizations, government agencies and other relevant entities in forestry field operations, forest products manufacturing or work related to these areas. In this course, students will apply knowledge learned in FOR 262 to interpret, summarize and create original work.  Normally undertaken during summer months on a full-time basis but can occur any term. Students are required to work a minimum of 20 hours a week. (Can be substituted for FOR 266 or 282).


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	266
	FOREST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	02/02/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
This course deals with the preparation of written forest management plans. Topics include stand mapping, timber inventory, stand descriptions and recommendations, and the planning of silvicultural activities to assist the landowner in meeting his/her objectives.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	270
	PRESCRIBED FIRE MANAGEMENT AND USE
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	04/15/26

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This is a study of forest fire behavior, wildfire suppression, control organizations, and the use of fire as a forest management tool. Topics include types of fire, benefits of fire, fire adapted ecosystems, prescribed fire techniques, wildfire control, smoke management, and fire plan preparation. Upon completion of this course the student should be able to identify fuel types, estimate fuel volume, demonstrate the use of forest firefighting equipment, develop a burning plan and be familiar with weather conditions and how they influence fire behavior.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	281
	FOREST MENSURATION
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 
This course is a study of basic forest measurements. Topics include public land subdivision, cubic volume, board feet, volume tables, specialty products, simple statistics, and plot, strip, and variable timber cruising methods. Upon completion, students should be able to locate property based on legal descriptions, select appropriate volume tables for specific product classes, and summarize field data using either fixed area or variable plot data.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	282
	ADVANCED FOREST MENSURATION
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	01/19/11

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course is designed to improve the cruising skills of the students. Emphasis is placed on line-plot, strip and variable-plot cruising methods. Upon completion, students should be able to establish base lines, run offsets, map, collect and summarize field data, and construct stands and stock tables.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours 

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	285
	FOREST ENTOMOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY
	3
	1
	4

	Course Description
	Updated
	

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course provides the student with basic knowledge of forest insects and diseases. Emphasis is placed on identification, life cycles, damage, and control of major forest insects and disease pests of the southeastern United States. Upon completion, students should be able to identify major forest insects and diseases including life cycles and damage to host plants.


	DPT
	CRS
	COURSE TITLE
	Credit Hours

	CODE
	#
	
	THEORY
	LAB
	COURSE

	FOR
	299
	SPECIAL TOPICS IN FORESTRY
	1-3
	0
	1-3

	Course Description
	Added
	03/25/20

	PREREQUISITE: As required by program. 

This course is designed to allow students an opportunity to study a topic in forestry in consultation with the instructor. Emphasis is placed on the investigation of the topic and application of the skills and knowledge. 
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